SuperGP – Round 5 Race Report
KZN Louise Botha Airport circuit - 23rd & 24th of August 2014
The weekend of the 23rd and 24th August saw Round 5 of the South African National Superbike
Championships, which was once again organised and hosted by GAS Sport, and sponsored by
Monster Energy.
However for this round there was much excitement as this was a brand new “temporary circuit” that
was erected to host this round. The KZN round was a pilot used to judge the event to see if there
was a business case to consider building a permanent and dedicated motorsport venue in KZN Natal.
To say this event was a success is a gross understatement – it was an enormous success and one that
will be etched in our memories for some time to come.

This was the view that greeted us in KZN Natal after a 25 years absence
The ETR Yamaha Brother team was fortunate to have some of its title sponsors team members join
us in our pits at the event, with some of the local staff meeting the riders and mechanics.

The Yamaha ETR Brother pits setup – professional as usual.

Ricky Morais – Crew Chief

After an incident filled East London race weekend and a long break for everyone to recover –
physically and mentally – it was off to Durban for the much anticipated Durban “street race”.
From a technical perspective it would prove to be an awesome new challenge to make all the bikes
work at a new venue, where zero data existed, including data of the track surface etc.
The team techies and crew did a formidable job to be competitive all weekend. Unfortunately
Cameron crashed out of the lead and it would have been great to get two more wins under the belt,
were it not for some bad luck with Camz hitting one of the protruding tyres and crashing heavily –
causing a red flag incident. Unfortunately he did suffer some injuries and we are still awaiting
feedback about the extent and nature of some of the injuries – to better assess whether or not he
will be able to compete in the next round at Zwartkops on the 14th September. Dean had a mixed up
qualifying session and also crashed and landed up 9th on the grid. However Dean pulled his socks up
and managed to finish 4th in both heats.
The R1 pilots had mixed fortunes too with #1 rider Rob coming closer to the lap times of the leaders
than he has been all season long.
Unfortunately the team suffered crashes with 3 of the 4 riders (ie 75% of the riders), however this is
to be expected when trying to race flat out on a brand new track layout with no data and serious
headwinds and dust – being a disused airport.
As a team, we really enjoyed the crowds and the atmosphere at the event and would like to
congratulate GAS Sport for a memorable race weekend. By all accounts the TV coverage was
exceptionally good as well.
I also wish to further take this opportunity to offer a big shout out to our own ETR sponsors, without
whom we would not be on the grid such as for this month:

Brother – for their ongoing and dedicated support of the ETR Yamaha Race team
Enbridge Torquesure – for their continued support for the team including the provisioning
of transport
Trojan Panelbeaters – for their support of the most professional paint work on the bikes
TD Agencies – for their support for important fuelling components required for racing
Starlane – for their detailed and importance data acquisition products.
Ciao from Ricky and bring on Zwartkops.

Encouraging to see the amount of spectators doing the Pit Walk.

The Yamaha Brother ETR Superbike riders fr Left to Right – Camz, Nick, Rob and Dean

SuperGP Rider – Robert Portman #86

Rob hugging his R1 – image courtesy of Robyn Vercellotti
In Robs own words:

What an amazing event.
I was so excited for this race and the Durban fans and organisers of the race did not disappoint. I had
a good weekend. I managed to get within a second of the top 3 fastest lap times, and I haven't
managed that in a while.
After watching the 600 race and all the carnage there, my aim was to just stay out of trouble. I
managed to do that in both races and picked up 5th overall for the day. A big thanks to Ricky and the
team.
They gave me a bike that was faultless and I had so much fun.
Can't wait to race in Durban again!!!
PS. I was the only Yamaha rider not to crash. Just saying…..:
#86ROB

SuperGP Rider – Nicholas VD Walt #42

Nick #42 getting ready to go into battle

Durban SuperGP was one of mixed fortunes on my part!
I loved the track right away and felt it suited the R1.
Unfortunately I struggled a bit more than expected and had a bit of bad luck on track. I fell in race
one and struggled to find a good pace in race two but if there is anything I've learnt this year it's that
you can't get this team down.
It was the best turn out which saw thousands of spectators coming out to see us do what we love!!
There was awesome exposure for all or sponsors through the successful grid walks and live TV
coverage!
I have the say a huge thanks to the whole ETR Yamaha Team for such a great experience!
Can't wait for Zwartkops!!
#42NICK

Super600 Rider – Cameron Petersen #1

Cam Petersen #1 - new sponsor on board

The race weekend started off with all riders being a bit pensive as none of the riders or teams had
been to this circuit before – so brake markers, surface and traction was always going to be difficult
to ascertain out of the box.
Funny enough though the other leading riders managed to have a lot of that already sorted!!
I was really looking forward to riding in Durban on a new circuit.
When we got there, the layout looked fun with a mix of very slow and quick sections. The bike didn't
feel great in the first session, but after a rear shock change, the R6 was on rails. The biggest issue
was working on gearing options.
Ricky and the team came up with a ratio that took a bit of getting used to, but was the best
compromise for the tricky lay-out. By qualifying time, I was feeling very comfortable and wanting to
keep the tyres fresh, only did two flying laps. Although Mat Scholtz was 1/2 second quicker, he had
done seven more laps, and I felt I had some more in reserve.
After getting the holeshot in Race 1, I built up an early lead while Mat was making up for a bad start.
At one stage the gap was over four seconds, but I made a few mistakes and lost half the lead by lap
7.
Watching my pit board, the gap had stabilised to 2 seconds and all seemed in control. Finishing the
end of the 9th lap, I misjudged my entry into the quick chicane and clipped my knee on the tyres
marking the inside of the turn. I had an almighty crash with the bike carrying on by its own for more
than 200m riderless.
The impact whipped me off the bike, resulting in a fairly violent crash, injuring my groin and knee.
Just seems like I can't get a break this season.

Fortunately the RST leathers did its best to protect me.

I sustained some injuries that needed medical intervention and I was declared unfit to race the 2nd
heat which put paid to my weekends race.
I want to say a huge thanks to Team Technical Director Ricky Morais for preparing an awesome
Yamaha for me and I am hoping not to let anybody down again.
On a personal note GAS have shown the way an event should be run with such an amazing turnout
for the KZN Natal event.
I am awaiting a full medical assessment to see if I will be able to ride at the Zwartkops event.
Here’s to hoping.
#1CAMZ

Super600 Rider – Dean Vos #49

Dean Vos #49 with Camz – both waiting to head out for qualifying.
Image courtesy of Robyn Vercellotti

Durban Race Report
I was pleased to find out that we would be able to practice on Friday as well as Saturday - learning a
new track in 2 days is a challenge on its own but I think we all did a great job slashing the times
throughout the practice sessions.
During the 2nd session on Saturday I made a mistake through turn 2 which basically sent me head
over heels on my R6. I hurt my ankle and wrist but put the pain aside and went into qualifying,
where the best I could qualify was 9th.
I was running 5th when my team mate Cam crashed and caused a red flag, after the restart I
managed to finish off on 3rd just ahead of Steven but because they gave an aggregate result I
finished 4th.
I was boxed in on the start of Race 2 and by the time I got past all the other riders the front group
had already pulled a gap on me. I moved my way up into 4th but had a very lonely race after that.
I finished 4th overall for the day and I am very disappointed because I know it is not the result my
team wants and I made a few mistakes.
I am now down to 3rd in the Championship and will just have to push 10 times harder in the last few
rounds.
A huge thank you to my team for all their hard work and to ITR Motorsport, for believing in me and
funding my racing. Lastly thank you to Paul, Tony and my girlfriend for their endless support when it
comes to my racing career.
See you all at Zwartkops
#49VOS

A Huge thanks to all the support from our generous partners that make it
possible for us to partake in the sport we love:

Trojan Panelbeaters

