
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SuperGP – Round three Race Report 

 

Welcome to ETR Performance Yamaha Round 3 Zwartkops Race Report 

 

ETR Performance Nashua Yamaha team arrived at the Zwartkops Circuit on the West of Pretoria on Friday 

to set up the pits in anticpation of the upcoming Round 3 SuperGP race to be held there over the next two 

days. 

 

Our riders were in very high spirits and was looking forward to the weekend. Mathew unfortunately was 

carrying an injury in his right wrist which meant he had limited use of his throttle hand – and this injury was 

a fractured metatarcle in the wrist. So anti-inflammatories were the order of the day. 

 

Themba on the other hand had just received his new Auto-Blip system which was installed onto his bike the 

Friday before the weekend which meant he did not have any test sessions to master the use of the system. 

However he was eager to learn and ensure that he was aware as to its full potential by the time Qualitfying 

came. 

 

 

The # 18 bike of Themba Khumalo and #20 bike of Mathew Scholtz ready for action 

 



The next step for Themba is get his new suspension kit and do some testing prior to us departing for Cape 

Town so that we can get some base setup. Our plan is to do a last shake down test at Red Star for both 

riders if it is at all possible. 

 

The Free Practise session were held in spendid weather which the riders took full advantage of by posting 

some very impressive times all the way down to 21st position. 

 

Qualifying 

All weekend Mathew was within a few hundredth of a second behind our main rival Clinton Seller.  

However after analyzing some of our data we decided to make some setup changes to the bike which 

included gearing changes and front end changes which allowed Mathew to push the front end of the bike 

a lot harder than usual. Zwartkops is also a track that is very hard on the braking system and as such we 

decided to change our brake markers as opposed to any mechanical braking changes. 

This allowed us to concentrate on rear end grip and exiting of the corners. This tactic worked perfect as we 

were able to claim Pole Position for both Heat 1 and Heat 2.  

Mathew managed to put his bike on pole position with a 1:01,071. 

 

 

Team Riders Themba (l) and Mathew (r) getting ready for Qualifying 

 

Fortunately Themba had learnt from his rookie mistake at Red Star and completed 3 flying laps, ensuring 
that he secured a second lap for qualifying in the second Heat. 
 
However with Qualifying held in near perfect conditions – race day would be somewhat different providing 
some speculaiton about the compound of tyre we have been allocated for the weekend. That being a Pirelli 
SC1, instead of the usual SC2 that has been in use since the start of the GAS Sport Series. Our concern was 
cold tear as race day the morning temperature plummeted to a chilly 6°.  
 
Fortunately for the rest of the race day the temperature managed to climb back up into the 20’s by lunch 
time. 



 

Mathew on Pole for both Heats 

 

Mathew focusing on the job at hand 
 
Themba however qualified in 13th postion on a 1:03,389 which was very respectable considering that from 
3rd until 13th there was less than a second separating the riders – close contest indeed. This was the fastest 
Personal Time ever set by Themba at Zwartkops which shows his maturity in being consitent in the race 
weekend. 
 



 

Themba in his grid position with his “Brolly Dolly” and team technician Scheldon Schostar. In the 

background was The Honourable Acting Mayor, Nozipho Tyobeka – Makeke. 



 

Themba in an earnest discussion with (R) The Honourable Acting Mayor, Nozipho Tyobeka – Makeke, PR 

councillor for the City of Tshwane and MMC for the department of Sports, Arts, Recreation and Culture 

and (L) Xolelwa Xolelwa Vimbani who is Tshwane Protocol Officer. 



 

Themba in an earnest Interview with GAS Sport TV personality Greg Moloney (R) and The Honourable 

Acting Mayor, Nozipho Tyobeka – Makeke (sitting on bike) and she is also the MMC for Sports, Arts and 

Culture for Tshwane. 



ETR Performance Crew Chief – Ricky Morais 

My riders took full advantage of our previous test sessions held at Zwartkops prior to the Phakisa round. 
This test proved to be very beneficial to both riders and we came away with good test data. 
 
Mathew Scholtz 

After the Qualifying session and with Mathew having put his bike on Pole position we were still in a bit of 
doubt about the tyes coping due to the early morning cold snap. The race started off tough as Mathew got 
a bit bogged down on the sart and found himself in 3rd postion going into turn 1. Both Sellar and AJ Venter 
had managed to get the jump on Mathew and he had to fight hard to get back up behind the leading rider. 
It took Mathew 2 laps to pass AJ and once past he put his head down and started reeling Sellar in. However 
as Mathew was using his Qualifying tyres and Sellar went out on new tyres, Sellar went on to win by 3 
seconds. Themba also managed to climb up from his 13th grid position to eventually settle in 11th which 
meant he was banking more points and is also continuing his consistent run of form in the Championship. 
 
Race 2 saw Mathew and Sellar both get blinding starts but Mathew took advantage of the new tyres with 
Sellar now having to use his Qualifying tyres for Heat 2. By the 2nd lap both riders have gained a considerable 
gap to Lance Isaacs, whom unfortunately had a huge jump start and therefore his 3rd position was null and 
void. However going into the “infamous Turn 4” (this corner has a terrible reputation relating to brakes), 
Sellar in trying his utmost to maintain contact with Mathew unfortunately lost control and had an enormous 
crash, hitting the air fence and was out of the race – everyone on the pitwall held their breath for Sellar to 
get up – which fortunately he did. In fact Sellar almost clipped the rear end of Mathew as he was going into 
the corner extremely fast. It was just bad luck. 
 
Mathew went on to win the race by more than 11 seconds and currently leads the Championship. 
 

 

Mathew on the top step for Heat 2 being congratulated by Adrian Scholtz – CEO of MSA (SA) 



 

 

Mathew leading out #1 Clinton in Heat 2. 
 

  



Themba Khumalo 

 
Qualifying saw Themba start in 13th position and was in amongst some seasoned campaigners in the 
SuperGP series as well as some top riders. To put things into perspective as has been mentioned previously 
the top 14 riders were all within 1,8 seconds of each other. 
 
 

 

Qualifying times for Round 3 
 
Themba got a very good start and he managed to get himself up into 9th position on the opening lap. 
However on lap 5 he slipped back into the clutches of his nemesis Ryan Van Aswegan. However his focus on 
fitness and diet also paid off when he started clawing his way back and managed to secure a creditable 11th 
position. 
 
For Race 2 Themba took proper advantage of the new rubber and put his head down to manage securing 
an excellent 9th position as well as attaining a best personal lap time of 1:02,887 on his 13th lap. Themba has 
now scored points in every round of the Championship so far which is what counts in the long run. Themba 
is currently 12th in the Championship which is an excellent achievement so far. 
 

 

#18 Themba Khumalo in full cry at Turn 6 at Zwartkops 



Conclusion 

 
This Race Report is also the first one to be produced after the untimely death of our fellow competitor 
Anthony Shelley. Young Anthony was taken from our world on the 4th April and the tender age of only 19 
due to motorcycle accident on the Petit Road early morning. We will forever remember Anthony as he 
became part of the ETR Performance family in 2015 as our Super600 rider and also competing in the final 
round of the SuperGP race on the Superbike vacated by Mathew in Dezzi Raceway. 
 
 

 

Anthony Shelley on the ETR Performance Yamaha R1 claiming his first double podium in SuperGP 
Championship in Dezzi 2015. 

 
 
RIP Anthony Shelley #74 ForZA 
 

 

In closing we have much work to do and we will be working on some more technical upgrades, before the next 

round at Cape Town’s Killarney Race Circuit in May.  

 

So there is a reprieve until then in order to finally tune our race strategy for the next round. 

 

See you all at Killarney. 

 

Ricky

 



Welcome to some ETR Performance Candid Pics 
 

Here are a few pics of what happens other than the good stuff on Race Day……. 
 

 

Mornè (l) Hai Bo…… Do you think it will bite us Andy?  
Andy(r) Nah – we are bigger than this thingy 

The ETR Performance Technicians wondering how to start this little blue thingy……. 
 

 
 



 

Mathew quaffing down some much needed electrolytes after his race win – and he is under age to 
consume alcohol  

 

 

The view of the cockpit for our riders onboard the awesome Yamaha R1. 
 

  



Below is a list of our primary and TECHNICAL sponsors for 

the event. 

 

SPONSOR COMMENT 

 

 

Peter Wilkins and his team. Having spent the past three years rebuilding the 

Yamaha brand on the race circuits of SA, ETR Performance was finally 

rewarded with positive results once the new Yamaha R1’s were released 

thereby showing that we have the riders and the skills to achieve the 

results. There was difficult times at the start of the season but the Yamaha 

team always pulled through to assist us in many aspects. We do wish to say 

a Big Thanks to Peter for believing and supporting us. 

 

 

Brent Gehlig and his team. ETR Performance thanks Nashua for their 

dedicated support given. ETR Performance also did the brand proud by 

supporting various Charitable events such as the Mandela Day and hosting 

one of their Safe Homes for abused children 

 

 

WITBANK 

Sid Farinha and his team. Dent Doctor is a panelbeating and vehicle 

accident repair business situated in Wibank. They have an enviable 

reputation for the highest level of workmanship and their Quality Control is 

managed by the owner personally prior to delivery of each accident 

repair.Further to this Dent Doctor assisted us with Transport and 

Logistics to away races 

 

 

 

Racetec provided ETR Performance with some of the best exhaust 

systems on the market which were both performance enhancing and 

aesthetically well crafted. Racetec is a locally situated business and 

therefore is able to offer competitive pricing to the overseas product as well 

as maintaining a high level of comparison in build quality and power gains. 

 

 

 

BAZZAZ - SOUTH AFRICA 

PLUG AND PLAY PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS- THE SMARTEST 

PERFORMANCE TUNING TECHNOLOGY 

 

Bazzaz takes great pride in creating fun, easy to use, highly effective 

engine control electronics. Bazzaz was started in 2003 out of a clear need 

for expertise in the area of engine management and electronics for the 

top tier of professional motorcycle racing. After working as a race 

engineer at Yoshimura R&D for six years, Ammar Bazzaz decided to start 

Bazzaz, Inc. in an effort to fill this need in the racing market. The goal is 

to bring high level technology and knowledge to all levels of racers and 

motorcycle enthusiasts. 

Entering the high profile AMA Superbike scene in 1997, at the same time 

as Electronic Fuel Injection, Ammar Bazzaz has been instrumental in its 

implementation, tuning, and application for over 10 years. 

 

 

Emtek Accessories provided ETR Performance with the Software Tools in 

order to provide data acquisition and also the software to manage the 

riders performance’s using GPS based technology. 

 

 

TRD Motorcycles provided technical assistance through the input of its 

highly capable technician Martinus Lowings. TRD Motorcycles also sells 

and maintains motorcycles based on the East Rand. 

  



 

 

RideFast guru and ex SA Superbike and Supersport Champion 

Sheridan Morais provides ETR Performance with the requisite assistance 

with the Yamaha R1’s as a direct result of his International experience 

on the Yamaha M1 that he is campaigning in the World Endurance 

Championship 

 

 

iAdapt provided ETR Performance assistance with technology 

infrastructure and software to ensure the administration and logistics 

as well as hosting of each event. 

iAdapt is also a software development company that has developed its 

own Tier 1 level ERP solution covering all aspects of the Corporate 

landscape. 

 

 

 

TorqueSure is a motorcycle specific provider of accident and theft cover for 

all types of motorcycles. Torquesure has sponosred ETR Performance with 

in transit cover for the goods as well as vehicle cover for the 

transporters. 

 

 

 

TrackDaze assists ETR Performance with access to certain track events 

for the riders to get setup and much needed practise. 

 

 

 

Hi-Tech Mag repairers provides ETR Performance with the technical backup 

for all the teams rim repairs and repainting in the vent of crashes. 

 

 

 

Evolve Nutrition assists ETR Performance riders and team mechanics with 

endurance specific nutritional products. Evolve has gained a reputation for 

providing some of the best endurance enhancing products on the market. 

 

 

 

BMC Air Filter is one of the most renown brand in the motorcycle and 

automotive industries. Based in Bologna, Italy, BMC is now an 

international company with branches in Germany, China and India, along 

with over 94 distributors all over the world. BMC produces the world's 

best quality air filters for racing, street use and composite parts. BMC's 

main aim is about bringing knowledge and passion from the race into the 

everyday vehicle.  Directly from competition, the expertise of Italian 

engineers and designers is rigorously transferred to street production. 

 

 

 

Putoline is the only oil brand that supplies a pure 100% bike only range of 

products. They carry the world’s largest range of specific motorcycle oils 

and bike care products.  Putoline can also supply you the first ever four 

stroke oil with Nano technology, our superb  Nano Tech. Putoline Oil has 

developed into a worldwide leading brand of motorcycle lubricants and 

maintenance products. Our success is based on high quality products 

dedicated purely for motorcycles. A constant update programme of 

development since 1970 ensures the world’s finest products are always 

available for your bike 



 

 

 

Quadra-X Ring design reduces friction by as much as 40% because of 

smaller contact area. The X-Ring’s 4 point contact patch also offers better 

sealing than conventional o-rings. Lab tests show the Quadra-X ring chains 

last 50% longer than a standard O-ring chain! 

EK’s exclusive CRH pin treatment provides an extremely hard outside 

coating and softer inside to increase strength and reduce chain wear. The 

Chromium Carbide pin surface coating also offers superior impact and 

shock absorption while reducing oxidation caused by natures elements. 

 

 

 

THE LIGHTEST, MOST ADVANCED RACE HELMET ON THE MARKET, PACKED 

WITH CUTTING EDGE TECHNOLOGY TO EARN THE TOP SPOT ON THE 

PODIUM. 

Since its introduction back in 1967, the Bell Star has long represented the 

standard in head protection. Revered as the first full-face helmet on the 

market, the Bell Star inspired an industry to pursue the science of head 

protection. That obsession with helmet innovation continues today. The 

new Bell Star is more than an evolution of its predecessor. It’s a complete 

rethinking of what a race helmet should be, driven by the essential needs 

of the modern racer. 

 

 

 

The specification of the CPX-C 1 piece suit is focused squarely on racing; 

the suit is cut to be supremely ergonomic when you’re on track. All the 

vulnerable impact points are shielded by RST CPX-C carbon sliders, these 

have a very low friction co-efficient enabling the rider to easily slide away 

without tumbling in the event of crash. The shoulder sliders also help 

protect the collarbone by diverting energy away from the clavicle. The 

amount of riders using the CPX-C in championships around the world is 

testament to just how good the CPX-C is. 

 

  



 

 

Results and Championship log 2016 supergp 

 

            Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 

        Behind 13/02/2016 19/03/2016 23/04/2016 

Place Name No TOTAL Leader Next 

Red Star 

Raceway Phakisa Zwartkops 

1 Mathew Scholtz 20 115 0 0 50 20 45 

2 Michael White 58 89 26 26 29 33 27 

3 Clinton Sellar 1 75 40 14 0 50 25 

4 Lance Isaacs 38 67 48 8 20 32 15 

5 Gregory Gildenhuys 34 64 51 3 10 21 33 

6 Daryn Upton 66 62 53 2 29 19 14 

7 Anthony Shelley 74 48 67 14 40 8 0 

8 Allan-Jon Venter 39 45 70 3 16 0 29 

9 Brent Harran 77 43 72 2 16 10 17 

10 Brandon Goode 71 34 81 9 14 0 20 

11 Dean Vos 149 33 82 1 0 19 14 

12 Themba Khumalo 18 32 83 1 11 9 12 

13 Nicolas Grobler 22 31 84 1 16 15 0 

14 Garrick Vlok 64 18 97 13 0 11 7 

15 David McFadden 69 16 99 2 0 16 0 

16 Nicholas Kershaw 55 13 102 3 13 0 0 

17 Justin Gillesen 46 10 105 3 0 3 7 

18 Ricky Lee Weare 34 9 106 1 0 8 1 

19 Ronald Slamet 68 9 106 0 4 5 0 

20 Hein McMohan 51 6 109 3 0 0 6 

21 Morne Geldenhuis 25 5 110 1 0 0 5 

22 Etienne Nelson 81 3 112 2 0 1 2 

23 Johnny Krieger 13 1 114 2 0 0 1 

24 Damian Purificati 88 0 115 1 0 0 0 

25 Elwyn Steenkamp 73 0 115 0 0 0 0 

26 Evert Stoffberg 33 0 115 0 0 0 0 

27 Ferdinand Frederick 67 0 115 0 0 0 0 

28 Pierre Bezuidenhout 75 0 115 0 0 0 0 

29 Ryan Van Aswegan 33 0 115 0 0 0 0 

                  

  No of Entries in Race   54     14 20 20 

 

 


